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wUI be required of every citizen, and in a free community
sacrifice can only spring from knowledge. Moreover, if
we are to put an end to the intolerable situation of an un-
willing Europe in arms, public opinion must think out very
carefully the great problems which have been thrown into
the melting-pot and be prepared for the day of settlement.
The present volume has been written as a guide to the
study of the underlying causes andjssues^of the war. It
does not pretend to cover the whole 51 so vast a field, and it
will have attained its aim if it provides the basis for future
discussion. It originated in the experience of its five writers
at the Summer Schools for working-class students held in
connection with the Workers' Educational Association!
In the early days of August, at the outbreak of the war,
Summer Schools were in full swing at Oxford, Cambridge,
Eton, Bangor, and Durham, and it at once became apparent^
not merely that the word " citizen " had suddenly acquired a
new depth and significance for the men and women of our
generation, but also that for the individual citizen himself
a large new field of study and discussion had been opened
up on subjects and issues hitherto unfamiliar. This book
was planned to meet the need there expressed, but it is
hoped that it may be found useful by a wider circle of
readers.
We have called the book The War and Democracy, because
our guiding idea throughout has been the sense of the great
new responsibilities, both of thought and action, which the
present situation lays upon British Democracy and on
believers in democracy throughout the world.